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UNLOADING THE LORD’S CORN—Men and boys of Beersheba Presbyterian Church, near Sum- 
merville, Ga., are pictured unloading sacks of corn from three trucks, as part of their “ear of corn 
for the Lord” project. Sixteen ears of corn were planted by members of the congregation, and $102 


was made by the project for missions. 
(See Church News, Page 18) 


VOL. XIII NO. 32 $2.50 A YEAR 


2a wUs,szurysey 
UOTSTATC SUOTSSe004 JeTUD 
IX Séas3UCD Jo ArTeIgTT 








Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 
Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 

Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 

Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Mr. Frank M. Akers, Jr. 

Mr. Richardson Ayres 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. 
Mr. William Cannon 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 

Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 
Mr. Hugh Dickson 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. H. Lawrence Love, Jr. Rev. Wim. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. Rev. George Scotchmer 

Dr. J. Park McCallie Rev. Wade C. Smith 

Kev. John Reed Miller, D.D. Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, D.D. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS \lr. Kenneth Keves 
Dr. H. E. Dustin 
Mr. S. Donald Fortson Mr. ‘T. S. McPhecters 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D Rev. I. A. Painter, D.D. 

Mr. W. Gettys Guille Mr. V. G. Philips 

Mr. A. C, Hamilton, Jr. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D 
Mr. Paul Hastings 
Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. Mr. A. R. Shaw 
Mr. Horace Hull 


JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N.C. 
Asheville, N.C. 


;. J. Kenton Parker 


Rev. W. Pwyman Williams, D.D. 


Mr. I. Walker Lewis 


Mr. Milton Scott 





Mr. Mark K. Wilson 





ECF EBETORIAL 


Dr. James Henley Thornwell 
And Church Union 


A few years ago an ardent unificationist sought 
to buttress his appeal for union with the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. A. by endeavoring to call 
Dr. B. M. Palmer from his resting place to serve 
as a witness. He instituted a seance that impressed 
some, but the venerable father refused to answer 
the call. The speaker was not as successful as the 
witch of Endor in her experience with Samuel. 


During recent months several proponents of 
union in their debates have sought to use another 
Church father to support their position. At the 
present time they are employing the name of Dr. 
James Henley Thornwell. 


We have in our library the four large volumes 
of Dr. Thornwell’s Collected Writings as well 
as Dr. Palmer’s “Thornwell’s Life and Letters.” 
There is not a single statement ever made by Dr. 
Thornwell that could be used, when viewed in 
its proper context, to promote the contemplated 
merger. On the other hand, there are many state- 
ments from Thornwell’s writings that would make 
it impossible for him to favor it. 


Dr. Thornwell was a strong defender of the 
Old School theology. In 1838 he led a movement 
in the Synods of South Carolina and Georgia to 
commit both Synods and Columbia Theological 
Seminary to a distinct Old School position. His 
resolutions were adopted and saved this section for 


the Old School Church. 


Again, Dr. Thornwell stood for the exclusive 
kingship of Jesus Christ over His body, the 
Church. He maintained that Christ is the only 
Legislator in His Church. 
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Furthermore, the Columbia Seminary theologian 
insisted on the spiritual mission of the Church. 
He declared emphatically that the Church was not 
to engage in politics. If he were alive today it is 
safe to say that he would not favor the Church’s 
lobbying for F.E.P.C. or similar legislation. 


Finally, Dr. Thornwell stood for the Scriptural 
doctrine of the eldership, according to which the 
elder is to be the husband of one wife and there- 
fore may not be a woman. 


One of the major qualities of Dr. Thornwell’s 
character was consistency. Discourse VII in Thorn- 
well’s Collected Writings, Volume 11—Theological 
and Ethical, is on “Consistency.” He held that 
once we have begun well, consistency becomes a 
fundamental virtue. He pointed out that consistency 
embraces three things—stability of opinion, har- 
mony of life, and propriety of behaviour. Dr. 
Thornwell had little patience with fickleness of 
opinion or a spurious charity. He emphasized the 
obligation on the part of all Christians to make 
their actions correspond with their professions. 
When we profess to believe something our vote 
in ecclesiastical assemblies should be consistent with 
such profession. Dr. Thornwell’s closing words in 
this Discourse should reverberate in every Church 
court in our day. “The general assembly of the 
great and the good and the learned and glorious 
of all ages and of all climes look down upon you 
and exhort you to walk worthy of: your exalted 
calling.” In like manner may we say that as 
Thornwell, Palmer, Dabney, Girardeau, Webb 
and others look down upon us may we vote worthily 
of our high mission. —J. R.R. 





Your Minister 
And Christmas 


Many ministers, particularly those in country 
pastorates, are expected to give of their time, and 
the use of car with its accompanying expense, for 
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matters which are personal to their parishoners 
and not in any way connected with the church. 


How often the pastor takes a sick person to the 
hospital, or to a doctor’s office! How often they 
are expected to render services as a matter of 
personal convenience for the recipient of those 
services. 


In these works of mercy and of personal friend- 
ship there is no question but that the minister 
finds a wonderful opportunity for witnessing for 
his Lord. But, these things should not be accepted 
as a matter of course, nor should they go un- 
appreciated, 


At Christmas the opportunity presents itself to 
show your pastor that you love him and that you 
appreciate what he has done for you. Such a re- 
membrance need not be a substantial gift but it 
should show him that he is appreciated. 


In many ways a local congregation is like a big 
family, and, as love and appreciation go so far 
to make the family relationships a foretaste of 
heaven, so congregational love and appreciation 
for the pastor prove a two-way means of 
blessing. 


can 


Remember your pastor at Christmas! 


—L. N. B. 





Is The Plan Of Union Accurate 
In Regard To Church Property? 


The following sentence found on page 10 of 
the 1954 Plan of Union seems to the writer lacking 
in accuracy: 

“The basic Presbyterian principles and _provi- 
sions concerning ownership of property are the 
same in the Constitution of the united Church as 
in the Constitutions of the three uniting Churches.” 


In paragraph 45 of our Book of Church Order 
the deacons “have the care of the property of the 
congregation, both real and personal, and shall 
keep in proper repair the church edifice and other 
buildings belonging to the congregation. In mat- 
ters of special importance affecting the property 
of the Church, they cannot take final action with- 
out the consent of the congregation.” As this is 
brought out in Leslie’s Presbyterian Law and Pro- 
cedure, par. 205, the action of the congregation 


| is the only thing necessary to grant a good title, 


or to pledge the property for a loan. And good title 
lawyers are regularly accepting such congrega- 
tional actions as the basis for mortgage loans and 
tor titles. 








On the other hand, the Plan of Union, p. 200, 
par. 12, makes this added provision: 


““ 


A particular church shall not sell, mortgage, 
or lease any of its real property used in connection 
with the work of the Church, except in consulta- 
tion with the presbytery of jurisdiction.” 


This may be taken from the Constitution or from 
the practice of the U.S.A. Church, but it is in 
accord neither with the Constitution nor with the 
practice of the U. S. congregations. It means that 
a congregation in the United Church could no 
longer give a clear title to property by congrega- 
tional vote. A good title lawyer would not ap- 
prove a loan on the local property unless the 
congregation had also been in consultation with 
the presbytery and had secured an affirmative action 
from the presbytery of jurisdiction. 


Again there is provision in both our Book of 
Church Order, par. 164, and also in the Plan 
of Union, p. 200, par. 11, for the disposition of 
the property of a dissolved congregation. But 
the provisions are not the same. In our Book, 
the local owners of the local properties are in- 
structed to deliver, convey and transfer to the 
Presbytery the property of the local church; in 
the Plan of Union the Presbytery already holds 
the property and may use or apply it as it sees fit. 


These differences reflect the historical diver- 
gences between our own and the U. S. A. practice 
on the matter. Our U.S. Church continues the 
old position on ownership of local properties that 
was in force during the first two hundred years 
of American Presbyterian history; while the U.S.A. 
Church follows the precedents marked out in the 
Walnut Street Decision of 1865-66. There were 
Presbyterian congregations in America for half a 
century before the first presbytery was organized 
—which, of course, owned their own properties. 
It was eighty years after the first presbytery before 
the General Assembly was organized and another 
ten before the Assembly was empowered to hold 
even denominational (general) properties. Shortly 
after the New School split of 1837, the Old School 
Church wrote to the congregations under its juris- 
diction describing their local properties as not un- 
der the Assembly’s ownership. In 1861 our con- 
gregations acted on this 1838 Assembly action 
and brought our local properties out of the Old 
School Church without challenge. In 1875, we 
re-afirmed this 1838 position. 


When, however, the Kentucky Split came in 
1866, the great majority of the membership of the 
Street 


Walnut 


Congregation were denied their 
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property in the interest of a very small minority 
by the U.S.A. General Assembly. That same body 
advanced in the case of the Cumberland Congre- 
gations and the congregations of the “Machen” 
group to the position in which they took some 
local properties even where they had not a single 
local resident U.S.A. member. That is, in the 
U.S.A. Church the presbyteries of jurisdiction, and 
ultimately the General Assembly, own the local 
congregational properties. That seems to be the 
sense also of paragraphs 11 and 12 on page 200 
of the Plan of Union. But the paragraphs cited 
from our Book of Church Order and our usual 
practice of selling, mortgaging, and leasing local 
properties solely on the vote of the local congre- 
gations is at variance with both the U. S. A. and 
the Plan of Union. Accordingly, it seems to us 
that the statement on page 10 of the Plan of Union 
that the principles and provisions concerning own- 
ership of property are the same in the Constitution 
of the united Church as in the Constitution of 
our Church is in error. —W.C. R. 


JUSTIFICATION 
Gordon H. Clark 





Do you expect to go to heaven when you die? 
Virtually everybody does. If you should ask a dozen 
different people why they expect to go to heaven, 
what answers do you think they would give? A 
Lutheran girl told me that she had behaved com- 
mendably through life and so she was sure she 
would go to heaven. (Luther would never have 
given that answer.) A doctor of no particular de- 
nomination said that although he had done a few 
bad things, he had done a great deal of good, and 
so he expected to go to heaven. And a utility 
repair man guessed that the Church would get 
him through. But these answers bring to mind the 
negro spiritual: “Everybody talking "bout heaven 
ain’t going there.” 


If you were an elder of a Presbyterian session, 
and an applicant for communicant membership 


gave some such answer, would you vote to receive 
him? 


In general there are only two plans of salvation. 
The first plan has several varieties, but basically 
it is a purely human plan of salvation by works. 
Its sole drawback is that the works do not work. 
Heaven’s requirements are too stringent, and we 
cannot make the grade. The second plan is the 
divine plan of justification by faith. Let us see 
how the Confession summarizes the Biblical teach- 
ing. 


“Those whom God effectually calleth he also 
freely justifieth; not by infusing righteousness into 
them, but by pardoning their sins, and by account- 
ing and accepting their persons as righteous: not 
for anything wrought in them or done by them, 
but for Christ’s sake alone; not by imputing faith 
itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical 
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obedience, to them as their righteousness; but by 
imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ 
unto them, they receiving and resting on him and 
his righteousness by faith: which faith they have 
not of themselves; it is the gift of God.” 


In the United States, though not in South Amer- 
ica, Spain, and Greece, we are no longer persecuted 
for preaching this doctrine. But we and it are 
ridiculed. The imputation of our guilt to Christ 
and of his righteousness to us, together with his 
satisfying divine justice, is disparaged and belittled 
as a mere legal and commercial transaction. Some- 
thing repulsive is supposed to attach to a “merely 
legal” atonement. Would an illegal atonement be 
more attractive? What is really repulsive about 
this doctrine is its view of man as a depraved sinner 
and of salvation as altogether by God’s grace. Sin- 
ful men hate the doctrine because it reveals their 
sin; proud men hate it because it prevents them 
from earning heaven by their own merits. But 
repentant and humble sinners gladly accept God’s 
gift. 


If justification, acquittal, pardon, and acceptance 
were the last words of the Confession and of Cal- 
vinism, there might indeed be a serious objection. 
Someone has parodied a gospel song so as to make 
it say, 


“Free from the law, O blessed condition, 
I can sin as I please and still have remission.” 


And in the time of the Apostle Paul, objectors 
argued that justification by faith alone encouraged 
men to sin. That they raised this objection in Paul’s 
day shows clearly that Paul did not teach justifica- 
tion by works. But in Romans VI Paul showed 
with equal clarity that the objection is unfounded. 
The Confession states it this way: 


“Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and 
his righteousness, is the alone instrument of jus- 
tification ; yet it is not alone in the person justified, 
but is ever accompanied with all other saving 
graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by love.” 


Justification is God’s judicial act of acquittal, 
but acquittal never comes to a man without regen- 
eration and effectual calling. God never pardons 
a man without removing his heart of stone and 
supplying him with a heart of flesh. Christ’s per- 
fect righteousness is never imputed without the 
sinner’s being raised from the dead and given a new 
life. Faith in Christ, then, is always accompanied 
by other saving graces; and the second chapter 
after Justification in the Confession is on Sancti- 
fication. We shall come to it shortly. 


But we would be in a bad way, as Luther and 
Calvin well knew, if we had to depend on our 
own merits for acquittal, pardon, and acceptance 
with God. For this, only Christ’s righteousness 
is sufficient, and with Christ’s righteousness we 
can be sure of heaven. 
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The Current Theological Problem 


By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph. D. 


Religious events of the past few years and 
especially the current debate on the question of 
Church Union have managed to divide our church 
into two distinct and rather clearly defined camps. 
lt is almost as though two major “parties” had 
emerged from the flowing life of our church. And 
the vocabularies these “parties” use, the arguments 
they put forward, the policies they worry over, 
the issues over which they clash, the “religions” 
they preach—all combine to indicate very clearly 
that we are divided by something much more basic 
to the very nature of religion than whether or 
not we should unite with some other Presbyterian 
denomination. 


It would not be an exaggeration to say that we 
can almost recognize two separate and distinct 
“churches” within our own church: each with a 
clearly defined but different idea of the essential 
nature of religion. And the hearty accusations 
and counter-accusations that we hear, such as, 

“They are as Christian as we!” countered by 


“Oh no they are not!” which retort evokes 


“I have worshipped in churches of sixteen dif- 


ferent denominations in as many different lands 
and I have seen no recognizable differences in es- 
sentials,” to which the reply may be, 


“But how can we have fellowship with anyone 
who does not accept the Resurrection ?” 


—All this sound and fury, I say, finally leads 
absolutely nowhere at all because the two sides 
to the controversy are talking about at least two 
different sets of fundamentals, each supporting its 
own conception, not only of the nature of Christian 
fellowship, but of what religion really is—each 
unable to see the other’s point of view. 


This is my attempt to distinguish between these 
two theological “parties” existing within our 
church (or within most Christian churches, for 
that matter), and to suggest in what way their 
differences may be important. 


The Party of the “Left” 


For purposes of identification (and with no dis- 
courtesy intended), it would probably be fair 
to designate one of these “parties” the party of the 
“left,” and the other party of the “right,” in ac- 
cordance with the accepted political definition. Cer- 
tainly one tends to fit the thought implied by the 
word “progressive,” whereas the other seems to 
fall into a pattern that is more “traditional.” Each 
of these groups, moreover, is rather clearly recog- 
nizable by rather typical attitudes and affirma- 
tions whenever religious problems and issues arise. 
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Take the party of the “left” for instance. This 
party may ordinarily be identified by certain char- 
acteristics (although no single characteristic is an 
adequate “tag” for purposes of identification, of 
course). But these friends are usually inclined 
to be more interested in administration than in 
theology; they will usually be found in the front 
ranks of any movement promoting a program rather 
than a creed. This party can occasionally be dis- 
cerned in such affirmations as that of the distin- 
guished layman of our church who recently said, 
“Perhaps the most important thing (laymen) 
should forget is theology it’s a difficult 
subject; and it ill-becomes the modern layman who 
is not yet a scientist in a scientific age, to play the 
theologian in a scientific age.” 


It matters little what the precise import of the 
above quotation may be. The point I am trying 
to make is that such affirmations can ordinarily 
be expected from our progressive friends, and they 
indicate a particular theological bias. These sin- 
cere religionists are inclined to think administra- 
tively. The organization’s the thing. 


To become specific: most of us know that a 
part of the debate on the subject of union has 
centered upon certain statistics which members of 
one side, especially, have held up as a basis of com- 
parison between the Presbyterian Churches U.S. 
and U.S.A. Now representatives of the “left” have 
shown an inclination to represent our Southern 
church as more efficient than the Northern church 
and to say that the opposition is recommending 
our organizational structure over that of our North- 
ern neighbors. (Whereas, of course, the alleged 
organizational deficiences have been presented | as 
symptomatic of something much more fundamental 
than poor business efficiency). 


These good friends furthermore repeatedly em- 
phasize the doing of the Word rather than the 
believing of the Word (in itself a good emphasis). 
They are responsible for the sort of approach 
which recently questioned flatly in a Sunday School | 
lesson: “What is a real Christian?” and answered 
the question by referring to Luke 6:46, where 
Christ indicated that His disciples must do what 
He said and not simply cry “Lord, Lord.” (To 
be sure one wonders if the publican in the parable 
of the pharisee and the publican was doing much 
more than crying “Lord, Lord.” But this is per- 
haps a little too subtle). 


The point of view we are talking about is rep- 
resented in programs such as some of those our 
Young People will be giving in the Spring, in 
which the various secular social agencies of the 
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community will be studied and commended for 
being highly representative of the best in a real 
Christianity. 


Again, our friends of the “left” repeatedly tell 
us about our relationship to one another, but often 
seem to take our relationship to God either for 
granted or as an accomplished fact. By this I 
mean they often leave one with the impression 
that they believe man’s relationship to God to be 
abundantly clear, firmly established, universally 
recognized and generally believed; but man’s rela- 
tionship to his fellow man to be a relatively un- 
known quantity which we must zealously define, 
carefully portray and earnestly practice if we are 
to be religious people in this 20th century. 


These good friends are inclined to dwell at 
length upon our “changing theology,” pointing out 
with emphasis that man-made theological edifices 
must all pass away (which is true. But the fre- 
quency with which this theme is played suggests 
the proximity of a worse heresy, namely the belief 
that the truth about God is something for man to 
discover and that the faith of each generation is 
that which best serves the needs of that particular 
generation. For to suggest that the faith of any 
generation may not necessarily be the faith of any 
other is almost to say that God is a creation of the 
mind of man!) 


The party of the “left” seems to suggest that 
fellowship among Christians occurs (or should 
occur) whenever you find two or more people whose 
ethical ideals are alike. That is, brethren in Christ 
are those who have similar views on justice, charity 
and race relations. A classic demonstration of this 
point of view occurred a year or two ago when 
a Presbytery undertook to discipline a minister 
whose officers were unordained (some didn’t be- 
lieve in it); who did not baptize persons making 
a profession of faith (again some of his elders 
didn’t believe in baptism), who did not celebrate 
Communion at the 11:00 o’clock hour (members 
of his church would be embarrassed by such a 
service), who spoke of prayer as man’s “boot- 
strapping himself intellectually,” (ic. prayer is 
a man talking himself into a better frame of mind), 
and for whom Christ was the Son of God only 
as every other man is a son of God. This minister 
practiced, however, a Christian view of brother- 
hood. Consequently, when the Presbytery took 
action, an enthusiastic horde of supporters rushed 
to his aid from all over our church, deploring the 
Presbytery’s “20th century inquisition.” One of 
our church papers actively took up his defense. 
Outstanding churchmen from all over the country 
eulogized this man as “one of the greatest Chris- 
tians of our generation” and when his case went 
all the way to our General Assembly, there dis- 
tinguished leaders of our church put into writing 
their protesting sympathy for his cause (after it 
was defeated by a very small margin). 


All this history suggests a wide division within 
our communion. And such a gulf indeed exists. 
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It is a division in some respects as wide as Kip- 
ling’s East and West, although in this case the 
twain must necessarily meet, for the viewpoints 
represented by the “progressive” and the “tra- 
ditional” parties of our church must both be found 
within a truly balanced religious outlook. It is 
only when either viewpoint is held to the exclusion 
of the other that something is wrong. 


Two Relationships 


A true religious “whole” is made up of two 
relationships. First there is our relationship to 
God in Christ Jesus, which we call the “vertical” 
relationship. Secondly, there is our relationship 
to our fellow man in general and to other Chris- 
tians in particular which we call the “horizontal” 
relationship of Christian experience. 


In the book of Ephesians, Paul teaches that to 
our relationship to Christ we must of necessity add 
a concern for and a fellowship with other Chris- 
tians, to have a complete religious outlook. 


But in the letter to the Colossians, Paul cor- 
rects the opposite error, which is that fellowship, 
service and charity are in themselves adequate ex- 
pressions of religion. In this letter to the Colos- 
sians, Paul insists that work and worship must 
begin and end—must be wholly by, of and for 
Jesus Christ, to be Christian. 


Representatives of the progressive view, or the 
party of the left, tend to begin discussions of re- 
ligion by referring to the “horizontal” relationship 
between Christians. They also tend to judge re- 
ligious experience by its conformity to right social 
and ethical relationships. And they tend to define 
Christianity in terms of fellowship and _ service. 
Some times they do it to the exclusion of important 
considerations within the ‘“vertical’’ relationship. 
When this happens, there is something decidedly 
wrong with the religious outlook expressed. An 
emphasis upon fellowship among Christians is very 
good. But fellowship among Christians depends 
upon a prior consideration: namely, what is a Chris- 
tian. And until that first consideration is accur- 
ately settled (and the deciding frame of reference 
here is the “vertical’’ relationship) then you can- 
not suggest anything about fellowship. 


The Party of the “Right.” 


This brings us to a consideration of the party 
of the “right” of our church. This party counts 
its membership among those who are “traditional” 
in their outlook. They tend to center their interest 
in the “vertical” relationship of religious experi- 
ence. First and foremost for them are such matters 
as the Being and Nature of God, the Person and 
Work of Christ, and the nature of our relationship 
to God in Christ. Persons of this point of view 
tend to judge religious experience by whether or 
not it includes Jesus Christ as a certain way. They 
tend to define Christianity in terms of theology: 
that is, of what man is to believe concerning God. 
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Sometimes they become preoccupied with the 
‘vertical” relationship to the exclusion of the 
“horizontal” relationship. When this happens, the 
party of the “right” makes a mistake as serious as 
that of the “left”? when it becomes preoccupied with 
what duty God requires of man, to the exclusion of 
an accurate and vital faith. 


The party of the “right” is inclined to ask, first 
of all, “What do you believe?” It is very deeply 
concerned about accuracy of theological expression. 
To them, it makes all the difference in the world 
what you hold to be true about the Person of Christ 
and about the Atonement. And they would not 
hesitate to evaluate any “Christian” outlook on the 
basis of its attitude towards the future: whether 
it expects Christ to return, really, to judge a hope- 
lessly evil world, or whether it expects the world 
to become progressively better until all men every- 
where become “good.” 


Now it may be that some members of the “right” 
become so preoccupied with the “vertical” rela- 
tionship that they wrongly adopt unChristian at- 
titudes within the “horizontal” relationship. And 
it may even be that some of these friends go so far 
as to make of religion only an intellectual exercise 
in which accuracy of theological definition becomes 
in itself a religion (so-called intellectual “funda- 
mentalism’’). 


But it is most emphatically not true that anyone 
who insists upon a true expression of faith or upon 
theological accuracy is thereby a Christian of the 
mind and the intellect only. And it is most em- 
phatically not true that a person who finds it 
impossible to establish a binding Christian relation- 
ship with someone who denies some basic point 
of theology or doctrine must therefore be unChris- 
tian in his attitude. 


My relationship to my fellow man, religious- 
wise, depends wholly upon my relationship to God. 
It is because I am His in a specific way and because 
He is mine, also in a specific way, that I am able 
to become specific towards my fellow man. 


It would be utterly absurd to say that God is 
just any sort of a God at all, that there is no system 
and no coherence within His relationship to His 
creatures; that Christ’s Incarnation and Atonement 
are just anything you wish to call them—or nothing 
in particular. What we can expect from Christ 
depends upon what He is and Who He is and 
what He did and how He did it. My spiritual need 
depends upon what sin is and what it does. My 
present status in the sight of God depends upon 
what salvation is and how I am saved. These mat- 
ters are specific or they are not. “They can be 
spelled out or they cannot. We can know about 
these things or we cannot. And to say that we can- 
not is in itself to be dogmatic (or to be a sort of 
fundamentalist) in the matter. Therefore, what 
1 believe is of first, last and supreme importance. I 
can believe that I must be saved a certain way or 
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that I must not be saved a certain way. But in 
any event what | believe is of immense importance, 
for it determines my behavior. 


Therefore faith is not simply an intellectual ex- 
ercise and theology is not, as the fellow said, some- 
thing for laymen to forget if they want to become 
really religious. We may believe in the Virgin 
Birth or we may not believe in the Virgin Birth, 
and in either case we exercise a particular faith. 
But to say that this sort of preoccupation with the 
Person of Christ represents a calcified fundamental- 
ism unrelated to essential Christianity is to make 
an error. 


I may affirm that I believe a true theology to be 
unchanging. I may, on the other hand, say that 
theology is something for every generation to define 
for itself. Each of these opinions could represent 
a distinct belief about the essential nature of things 
and each could form the basis for a particular view 
of religion. For each may also be more than simple 
opinion. It may be—and probably is—an indication 
of so wide a separation between religious minds 
that, to complete the words of Kipling, “never the 
twain shall meet,” because if one is Christian, then 
the other most certainly is not. 


This brings us to the very heart of the problem 
we face in the matter of church union—as many 
of us see it. Hear, therefore, the parable of the 
two Presbyteries: 


The Presbytery of the Right examined the min- 
ister referred to in the discussion above and decided 
that he had not been true to the Faith and the 
Order of our church. And this Presbytery removed 
this minister from his pulpit. But forthwith the 
Presbytery of the Left extended the welcome mat 
to this chastized brother and with sympathetic 
clucks of affection it speedily took him unto its 
bosom, making him an author of its literature, a 
speaker before its conferences and an advisor unto 
its program. 


Now what think ye? Is it likely that a member 
of the Presbytery of the Right, later transferring 
his membership to the Presbytery of the Left would 
find fellowship among his new associates, however 
earnestly they should point out that we all sub- 
scribe to the same standards? 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 

excellence. Member Southern Association Col 
lege and Seeondary Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 18th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Secend semester 
begins January 24, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 








Minister desires interview with pulpit commit- 
tees seeking pastor. For further details write c/o 
Box A, Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 
ville, N. C. 
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Top Executive 
at Low Pay 


Not Everyone CAN Answer This Ad, 
But If You Could --- Would Your 


Ordained Presbyterian ministers answer this call every day. 


Among those who answered it years ago are many retired 
ministers 80 years of age now, or older. (Maybe you know 
of one). They worked long hours for low pay, and could not 
accumulate savings, annuities and insurance. They had already 
retired in 1940 when our ministers annuity fund went into 
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years investment before they, too, were retired. 


As the value of money went down, living costs went up. 
Heading the list of white collar low incomes was the clerical 
collar—that’s why your JOY GIFT made each December 
means so much to these retired pastors. That little envelope 
you fill just before the Christmas season makes the difference 
between want and enough. 


There is an answer you can make to this ad. You can plan 
now to make your JOY GIFT this year the best ever, and in 
a strange, yet very real, sense—your giving can bring one of 
the greatest possible JOYS to yourself. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF comes from 


your JOY GIFT to the 
BOARD of ANNUITIES and RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church U. S. 
341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 
CHAS. J. CURRIE, Executive Secretary 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 85 
“Fishing” 


Patients in a hospital, as a rule, are going through 
a “softening up” process. They have much time 
to think on matters which have been pushed aside 
in the busy life. They make fertile soil for the 
Gospel seed. Here is a case where a brief word 
and a brief prayer brought results. 


in the Hospital 


“Dear Anglers: 


“I had visited through the hospital and an im- 
pulse told me to visit the colored ward, something 
that should have been a frequent thing. There was 
one young Negro man at the point of death, his 
wife having cut him almost in two for his unfaith- 
fulness. I exhorted him briefly to repent and em- 
brace Christ, for his time was nearly gone, and 
had a brief prayer that God would heal him, but 
only for His glory and a Christian life. I then 
went on to the other rooms, 


“A year later | was in the local bank and a 
big, fine looking Negro kept looking at me and 
finally, not able to contain himself, blurted out 
so that all could hear, “Are you that preacher?” 
| answered that I did not know what he meant. 
He then told me that a prayer and a few words 
from the Scripture had saved him body and soul, 
and he thanked me for all that I did for him. I 
laughed, for I had never done less to bring a man 


to Christ, and we both acknowledged that all the 
thanks was to the Lord. 


“Upon examination | discovered a good knowl- 
edge of the Bible, assurance of salvation, faithful 
church attendance (including prayer meeting) and 
a family altar. When I discovered all of this, 
was sure that it was God’s work and not mine, 
and that he was truly “Borned again” as he put it. 


“I have since been faithful to visit all the sick 
all the time, and am more confident than ever that 
the ‘Word of God is quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword.’ ” 


A Testament For Fishers Of Men has been sent 
to this fisherman. Send your experience in “‘fish- 
ing” and if it is used, you will receive a $3.25 
fisherman’s testament. 





Shall We Make A Book? 


Suggestions have come from several sources to 
the Journal to compile ANGLERS into a book 
on Personal Work for inspirational reading and 
for Study Classes. There are many (more than 
ever) books coming off the press these days—many 
mere than will ever be read or sold—making it 
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A Christmas Gift 
Suggestion 
For a teen-age boy or 
girl and up to 25. 


LITTLE JETTS 
YOUTH 
TALKS 


(Illustrated) 
By Wade C. Smith 





Here Are Some Of The Chapter Titles: 


Tight Places Jonah’s Boner 
Two Stalwarts Salt 
Your Empire 


: Magic Fire 

A Notorious Liar Idols 

—— Lightning 

3 _# PI “ Mistakes 

— a t- enty From Waterboy to President 
Making A Living Jeriche 


Wanted: A Man 

The Spark 

One Hundred Percent 
A Real Fellow 


The Sandwich Man 
The Blueprint 
Grasshoppers 

Thou Shalt Not Steal 


At Home The Great Game 
Prejudice Two Morticians 
“Giz” A Star For Christmas 
Mystery Eiffel Tower 

God’s Signature Jacob Made Over 

Sir Bartle 


What Price Glory 
Whistling In The Basement 
A Woman Sparkplug 
Special Little Jetts etching on the fly-leaf and 

Autographed by the author if requested. 
Price $2.00 Postpaid 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 
By Catherine F. Vos 


732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 
By Elsie E. Egermeier 


Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. “B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “A”; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 


Christ with 16-page pare. aT of Holy 
Land scenes. “A,” $2.95. “B,” $3.95 $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 

By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.00), Story Of The Bible ($2.25), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.35), and Bible Pictures ($2.00). Each dis- 


tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 


Ase’s Death 
“So” 














a financial hazard to print a book unless there is 
a good prospective demand for it. 

If Journal readers think well of issuing such 
a book, we would appreciate receiving a postcard 
saying in your judgment it is a good thing to do. 
No obligation attached to your expression of ap- 
proval. 
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LIQUOR 


MORSE SENSE 
et ag 


The clergyman who had entertained the young 
man at dinner is, of course, distressed. He says 
they did not drink “enough to affect the mental 
processes.” He was profoundly uninformed as to 
modern scientific revelations that very small 
quantities of alcohol “affect the mental processes.” 
The man who fired the fatal shot is devastated—he 
killed his friend; he believed he was firing in the 
defense of his home. 


The father and mother of the victim are suffer- 
ing from shock and sorrow—he was an only child. 
The boy of whom they were so proud is dead. 
He was not a “man-about-town”; he didn’t hang 
around taverns and cocktail rooms; he had not 
been, as his father says, “reared to drink.” All 
he did was to take a few drinks on a social occa- 
sion—drinks offered to him by a minister of the 


Church. 


Who can measure the quality and weight of 
influence ? Clipsheet. 





Teenagers, he said, “who confess they had a 
few beers” form the largest part of intemperate 
drivers on the roadways. 





The National Medical Association is to be com- 
mended for discontinuing the advertisement of 
liquor and tobacco in their National publication 
as of January, 1954. 





Action Toward Temperance 


The House Interstate Foreign Commerce Com- 
mittee considering the Bryson Bill made a report 
which temperance leaders consider encouraging— 
in fact, some say it is the most significant news in 
the temperance field to come out of Washington 
in a long time. Condensation of the report follows: 
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The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce issued a stiff warning to Brewers, Vinters 
and the Radio and TV Industry which practically 
amounted to an ultimatum in that they were given 
until January 1, 1955, to clean house. The obvious 
implication is that unless they voluntarily clean 
up from inside, action will be taken to curb or 
eliminate Radio-T'V advertising. 


It was pointed out that the distillers refrain 
from Radio-TV advertising and “suggested” that 
beer and wine industries take immediate steps to 
curtail or eliminate their advertising. It was also 
pointedly stated that TV beer and winecasting 
showing family scenes, or any person drinking, 
serving or preparing drinks, or scenes appealing 
to children are not in good taste. It was also indi- 
cated that the beer and wine industries would do 
well to take serious note of the “many complaints 
with regard to the improper and excessive adver- 
tising of alcoholic beverages on Radio and TV.” 


Likewise the Broadcasting Industry was criti- 
cized for its failure in self-regulation of beer and 
wine advertising and directed to take immediate 
steps to meet widespread complaints related to 
alcohol beverage advertising. 


Furthermore the Radio-TV Industries were di- 
rected to “submit to this Committee by January 
1, 1955, a report as to the steps already taken, and 
proposed to be taken, to cope with this problem. 
We expect the wholehearted cooperation of all 
concerned in arriving at a satisfactory solution to 
these vital issues.” 

Until further definite action is indicated, please 
continue to protest to Radio and TV stations, and 
Pray Without Ceasing—Missionary Horizons. 


GOWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 

LSS Embroideries . Vestments 

imo Hangings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


“National is 2 
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“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws | 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 





PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 19 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Glory Lo God In The Highest 


Background Scripture: Psalms 148; Mat- 
thew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-20. Devotional Read- 
ing: Luke 2:8-20. 


What is the chief end of man? To glorify God and enjoy Him forever. So reads the Catechism. What- 
ever we do, whether we eat or drink, do all to the glory of God. What is it that brings the greatest glory 
to God? The Salvation of men from sin; the work of our Great Redeemer; the Incarnation and Life 
and Sacrificial Death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, God’s well-beloved Son. Our lesson today 


very naturally treats this most important subject. 


I. “Praise ye the Lord”: 


Psalms 148. 


Twelve times in this psalm we are exhorted to 
praise Him. All Nature, all Creation, is to unite 
in praising Him: all that is in heaven and upon 
earth. He starts with the heavens and all the 
angels and hosts; then comes to the sun and moon 
and stars of light; all the great universe above us, 
which in its immensity and glory stretches out into 
limitless space. The astronomer, with the tremen- 
dous telescopes of our modern day is but beginning 
to see the wonders of the sky. All this Universe 
is exhorted to praise its Maker, and Ruler, and 
Preserver, and give to Him the glory due to His 
Name. 


He then comes to the earth with all its wonders 
and beauty. All the inanimate, and all the animate 
world, are to unite in His praise. Then the rulers 
and people of the earth, old and young, high and 
low, are to praise the name of the Lord. He con- 
cludes with the praise of all His saints. God has 
a special, select body of His own here upon earth, 
a people near unto Him: they are to join the 
chorus of praise to the God Who has not only 
created them, but Who has redeemed them and 
exalted them. 


II]. Jesus; Emmanuel; God with us: 


Matthew 1:18-25. 


We now come to that Great Event which brings 
the greatest glory to God, the Coming of the God- 
man; Jesus; Emmanuel, (God with us). I do not 
see how anyone who reads and believes the Bible 
can have any doubts about the Supernatural Virgin 
Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, nor do I under- 
stand how anyone can look upon it as a minor 
doctrine of no vital importance. Certainly, the 
Word of God, and our Catechisms and Confession 
of Faith all agree that it is an essential doctrine. 
Why should we wish to disbelieve such a glorious 
fact, one that undergirds our whole scheme of 
Salvation? Can you think of a better way, or a 
more natural way, for the Son of God to become 
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man? There is a mystery here, of course, but it 
is no more mysterious than a thousand other things 
which we accept today without question. 


I wish to stop for a while on the two names 
of our Savior which are given us in this passage. 


First, let us take the name, JESUS; Jehovah 
saves. This is the best known of all His names. 
It is not translated usually, but transliterated into 
the languages of other peoples. The first hymn 
I heard when I went to Korea was, “Jesus Loves 
me, This I know, For the Bible tells me so.” I 
could recognize His name although it had been 
slightly changed in their language. It made the 
tears come. All over the world children learn 
very early to love the name, Jesus, and sing of 
His love. 


Thou shalt call his name, Jesus, for He shall 
save his people from their sins. The Old Testa- 
ment, Joshua, saved the Israelites and brought 
them into the Promised land, giving them rest. 
The New Testament Jesus, (Joshua) saves his 
people from sin and brings them into eternal rest. 
Who are “His people”? The lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, and lost sinners all over the world; 
He came to seek and to save that which was lost. 
His people are His “sheep,” who hear his voice 
and follow Him, and there shall be one fold, and 
One Shepherd. 


He saves them from their sins, not in their sins. 
He takes away sin by the sacrifice of Himself; 
Behold the Lamb of God Who takes away the 
sin of the world. He saves from the Penalty of 
sin, being made sin for us Who knew no sin. He 
saves from the Pollution of sin; the blood of Jesus 
Christ, His Son, cleanses from all sin. He saves 
from the Power of sin, breaking its shackles, and 
setting us free; if the Son shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed. 


Notice the word, “shall.” He is able to save 
unto the uttermost, all that come unto God by 
Him. He is able to keep us from falling, and 
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to present us faultless before the throne. He is 
able to supply all our needs. If we commit our- 
selves to Him, He is a faithful Savior, and no 
man can pluck us out of His hand; He gives unto 
us eternal life. 


Now, let us notice the name, “Emmanuel”; 
“God with us.” The very name proclaims the 
“God-Man.” What are some of the things sug- 
gested by this name? 


Emmanuel, God-with-us, means Power. Man 
by himself is weak and powerless; Apart from 
Me, Jesus said, ye can do nothing. There are 
two Greek words translated “Power.” One of 
these means the right, or authority, to do a thing. 
Jesus uses this word when the scribes and Pharisees 
criticize Him for saying, Son, thy sins be for- 
given thee; In order that ye may know that the 
Son of Man has power, (the authority) to forgive 
sins, He said to the sick of the palsy, Rise, take 
up thy bed, and walk. Jesus had the authority, 
as the Great Physician, to forgive sins as well 
as heal bodies. He uses this same word when 
He commissions His disciples to go into all the 
world and preach; “All power is given me.” He, 
the Great Head of the Church has the authority, 
the right, to send them forth. There is another 
word which is translated “Power”; it is the word 
from which our word, “dynamite,” comes. It 
means the ability or strength, to do something. 
Paul uses this word in Romans I, when he says, 
The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation. 


Emmanuel, God-with-us, means that we have 
both kinds of power; both the authority, and the 
ability. We have the right to go and preach the 
gospel; to us have been given the “keys” to the 
Kingdom. We also have the other kind of power 
as we preach and the Holy Spirit uses the Word 
to convict and convert. 


“God-with-us”’ means Peace. Here again, we 
have two kinds of Peace; peace in the heart, and 
peace in the world. The coming of Christ, the 
Prince of Peace, will one day bring peace to a 
troubled world, and the beautiful prophecies of 
Isaiah will be fulfilled. Then, “He is our Peace”; 
by the Cross He has made peace between God and 
man: Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of 
sin? The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 
“God-with-us”’ means Purity, Righteousness, 
Holiness. He not only justifies; He _ sanctifies. 
God is Holy, and He can never be satisfied with 
us until we are holy also. So the process of Sancti- 
fication is begun and continued in the souls of 
believers; more and more we die to sin and live 
to righteousness. 


“God-with-us”’ means Love. We love because 
He first loved us. It was LOVE that brought 
Him here; it was LOVE that led Him to Calvary. 
It also means that we love Him, and love our 
fellow-men. 
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Yes, Emmanuel is a wonderful name for ou 
Savior. Let us keep these two names in our minds 
and hearts this Christmas season. 


III. “Glory to God in the highest’: 
Luke 2:1-20. 


In the 148th Psalm we saw that all creation is 
to praise God. The thing which brings the greatest 
glory to God, and calls forth our loudest praise, 
is not Creation, but REDEMPTION; His rich, 
and full and free Redemption, the Coming, the 
Work, and the Death of our Blessed Redeemer, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the theme of 
angels and men. Turn to our Hymns and see if 
this is not true. The outbursts of Praise which 
fill the Book of Revelation show us that this is 
the theme of heaven also. 


Luke, the careful historian, dates this important 
event. It took place when Caesar Augustus sent 
out a decree that the whole world should be en- 
rolled (for taxation). This explains why Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem, as the prophet foretold. 


“There was no room in the inn.” He was in 
the world, and the world was made by Him, and 
the world knew Him not; He came unto his own, 
and his own received him not. The Creator of 
the world was in Bethlehem, and there was not 
even room in the inn. Is He not crowded out of 
our modern life in the same way? 


The shepherds did three very wise things: (1) 
They went and saw came with haste. 
Would not that be a wise thing for all people 
to do? Some of us let others “go and see,” while 
we neglect our opportunity. (2) “They made 
known abroad”; It was too good to keep to them- 
selves. (3) They glorified and praised God. 





VOICELESS 
LIPS $2 


“a wonderful book for a Christmas gift’’ 


Did You... 


Ever wonder what the flowers are for? 
Ever wonder what their language is? 


Ever wonder what the flowers say? 


if so... Here’s Your Answer 


Order Today From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 


Weaverville, North Carolina 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 19 


Hymn: “To Us A Child Of Hope Is Born” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 

Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful, Joyful 
And Triumphant” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Joy To The World! The Lord Is 


Come” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

On this day when so much of the news which 
demands our attention is dismal and discouraging, 
it is our privilege to bring you good news. Some 
years ago two men in a small country town were 
talking about both world affairs and local hap- 
penings. Their general impression of things was 
pretty dismal. It seemed that there was no good 
news to be found. Finally one of the two said, 
“The only good news these days is the Gospel.” 
“Yes,” replied the other, “but who will listen to 
it?” It is just that failure to pay attention to 
the good news about Christ which is responsible 
for all the bad news which we hear. “Gospel” 
means “good news” and it refers specifically to 
the good news about Jesus Christ. Our speakers 
will tell us some interesting things about this news: 
why it is news, why it is good, and why there are 
so many who ignore it. 

First SPEAKER: 

We can easily believe that the coming of Christ 
was news on that day so long ago when the shep- 
herds received the heavenly announcement from the 
angels that the Son of God and Saviour of men 
was born in Bethlehem. It was not really fresh 
news then, because seven hundred years earlier the 
inspired prophet had looked into the future and 
written, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder; and his name shall be called: Won- 
derful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlast- 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace.” From the stand- 
point of time the news about Christ was old when 
it happened, and of course, it is much older now. 


The reason that most news is relegated to a 
place of non-importance after a short time is that 
old news loses its significance. It was great news 
when Abraham Lincoln was elected to the Presi- 
dency, but you could not stir up much excitement 
today with a bold headline in the newspapers an- 
nouncing that Lincoln had been elected president. 
It is a fact which is important as history, but it 
has no present significance for us. The news about 
the coming of Christ into the world is eternally 
significant. It is not the kind of news that we can 
file away and forget. Christ is the same yesterday, 
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Good News 






REV. B. HOYT EVANS 













today, and forever. In His name alone do we find 
the power of God unto salvation. The news about 
Christ is front page news yesterday, today, and 
every day. 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

We can see that the coming of Jesus Christ is 
news, but why is it good news? We take it for 
granted that it is good, but we ought to know just 
exactly why. Before we can answer this question we 
must become aware of the terribleness of sin. All 
the troubles of the world: the evil, the pain, the 
sorrow, and even death itself can be traced to sin. 
Sin is at the root of all our trouble. Christ came 
to deal with the sin problem, and He did. He 
faced all kinds of temptations to sin, but He did 
not yield to them. Having overcome temptation, 
He deserved no punishment as sinners do, but He 
voluntarily took the place of sinners and bore the 
punishment that was due to them for their sins. 
God proved that Christ’s self-sacrifice for sinners 
was acceptable when He raised Him from the dead. 
Christ died to pay for our sins, and He rose to 
give us life. This good news is made even better 
when we are told that all we have to do to receive 
pardon and eternal life is to trust in Christ as our 
Saviour. The fact that we can be set free from 
the guilt and the power of sin is surely the best 
news in all the world. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Since the good news about Christ is so wonderful 
in its meaning for all people, we find it hard to 
explain why there are so many people who hear 
it and refuse to receive the blessings which it af- 
fords. Most people will readily admit that sin 
is the basic cause of many, if not all, of our serious 
troubles. Why will they not accept the deliverance 
which is offered to them in the Gospel of Christ? 


One reason that many find it hard to receive 
the blessings of the Gospel is that those who are 
saved by Christ must confess their sins. “This is 
not a pleasant thing. No one enjoys admitting that 
he is wrong, much less confessing that his whole 
life is stained by sin. It is not easy, but it is 
necessary. Until a person recognizes sin in his 
life and sees what it is doing to him, he will not 
see his need of salvation, and he will not trust 
in Christ to save him. For this reason, it is our 
Christian duty to talk courageously and uncom- 
promisingly about sin. 


Another reason that some find it hard to receive 
the salvation of Christ is that to do so one must 
admit that he cannot help himself. There are some 
sinners who will not admit their helplessness 
and their complete dependence on the grace and 


PAGE 13 





mercy of God. It goes against human nature to 
admit that you are totally dependent on someone 
else, but the Bible tells us that we are saved by 
grace through faith, and not by our good works 
lest we should become filled with pride. To be 
saved from sin we need only to trust Christ and 
to trust Him alone. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Our news about Christ is eternally meaningful 
to His people, and it is unbelievably good. Surely 
we are thankful that we have been told that news 
and that we have received its blessings. We can- 
not appreciate the news until we yield our lives 
in faith to this Saviour and Life-giver of whom 
we have heard. If we have received His salvation, 
then we can best prove our thankfulness by sharing 
the news with others. 





Stull They Come 


A congregational meeting, after being duly 
called by the session and announced, was held at 
the Hanging Rock Presbyterian Church, Hanging 
Rock, West Virginia, Nov. 14, 1954, to discuss 
Church Union. 


The following action was taken in regard to 
the proposed Union of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. (Southern) with the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. (Northern) and the United Pres- 
byterian Church: 


We, the members of the Hanging Rock Pres- 
byterian Church, assembled in congregational meet- 
ing this 14th day of November 1954, adopt the 
following resolutions: 


Whereas the Presbytery of Lafayette sent an 
overture to the 1954 General Assembly to let 
every congregation vote on Church Union; and 
this request was denied 


Whereas the Presbytery of Winston-Salem sent 
an overture to the 1954 General Assembly to 
allow absent members of Presbyteries, especially 
foreign missionaries, to vote on Church Union; 
and this request was denied 


Whereas other rights of the people as American 
citizens and intelligent church members are being 
denied in the Crusade for Union. 


That this congregation unanimously recom- 
mends our representative to the January 1955 
meeting of Winchester Presbytery to use his influ- 
ence and vote to oppose the present plan of Union. 


Whereas the mixing of the races is contrary to 
the Bible, Genesis 11:9, Deut. 32: 8, Acts 17: 26; 
contrary to orderly government; contrary to the 
best interests of both colored people and white 
people 


Therefore the Hanging Rock Congregation 
strongly regrets the recent action of the General 
Assembly in regard to breaking the barriers be- 
tween the races. 
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That copies of these actions be sent to be pub- 
lished in the Hampshire Review, to the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, and a copy to be sent to the 
Stated Clerk of Winchester Presbytery, also a 
copy be kept in our records. 


Hugh Smith, Moderator 
Mrs. Paul Smith, Clerk 





Stull They Come 


BE IT RESOLVED, That, We, the Session 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Greenville, S. C., 
at its regular monthly meeting in October, 1954, 
go on record as NOT approving the plan of 
UNION with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 
and the United Presbyterian Church, as sent down 
to the several Presbyteries by our General Assembly 
in session in May 1954. 


THAT a copy of this Resolution be published 
in our Church calendar during the month of No- 


vember, 1954. 





Still They Come 


Word has just been received from the Summer- 
ville, Ga., Presbyterian Church stating that the 
Session met on Monday night, Nov. 15, to discuss 
the proposed Union with the U.S.A. and U.P. 
denominations. After a full discussion of the sit- 
uation a vote was taken, resulting: Against Union, 
10 - For Union, None. 





And Still They Come 


Marshall, Texas — The Session and Diaconate 
jointly wish to point out that our church here in 
Marshall goes down on record as being opposed 
to organic union of the Presbyterian bodies. This 
reafirms the position of the Church which was 
indicated by the congregation in a congregational 
meeting of February 15, 1952, at the time of the 
election of a pulpit committee. The committee at 
that time “was instructed to consider no one who 
favored union with the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. or membership in the National Council 
of Churches.” (From the Church Bulletin) 





100% Against 


In a letter from W. C. Trotter of Oxford, 
Mississippi, among other things there appeared the 
following paragraph: “You will be interested to 
know that on Sunday the 17th, our church at 
College Hill took a vote on unification of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church and we voted unanimously 
not to join. There wasn’t a single member who 
voted for unification. Of course we are a small 
church but it is that much.” 


The Church at College Hill is in the Presbytery 
of North Mississippi. 
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Still They Come 


WHEREAS: A group of approximately 175 
Presbyterians of Albemarle have assembled in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Greenville, N. C., 
to hear the case against the merger of the three 
churches in question, and 


WHEREAS: We are NOT convinced by the 


arguments proposed by the proponents of union, and 


WHEREAS: We are deeply distressed by the 
dissension, strife and divisions caused by the agita- 
tion, persuaded that God cannot be pleased with 
the spirit incident upon such disruption, and 


WHEREAS: Convinced that our church as at 
present organized is, under the blessing of God, 
rendering a service unsurpassed by few, if any, re- 
ligious groups in the world, and that the proposed 
union would threaten our growing effectiveness 
in winning souls to Christ, and otherwise promoting 
the interests of the Kingdom: 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That 
we hereby register our hearty disapproval of the 
proposed union. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a 
copy of these resolutions be sent to the Clerk of 
each Session of the Presbytery for the information 


of the Chu rch. 


Dr. McClure, one of those who addressed the 
meeting, is pastor of Caldwell Memorial, one of 
the large churches of Charlotte. He is also the 
Moderator-nominee of the Presbyterian Synod of 
North Carolina. He said in part: 


“I am opposed to the proposed merger because 
of the doctrinal differences between the Northern 
and Southern Churches.” The speaker cited num- 
erous instances of the ordination of men to the 
ministry in the Northern church who disclaimed 
belief in the cardinal points of Christian doctrine, 
such as the Virgin Birth of Christ, His Resurrec- 
tion, and the miracles. 


“I am further opposed to union,” he continued, 
“because of the tendency in the North to centralize 
power in the hands of a few. The union proposal 
is a move toward ecclesiastical totalitarianism, and 
away from Christian democracy.” 
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Women’s Work 


Point Of No Return? 





In Romans 1:5 we read in part, “through Jesus 
Christ our Lord we have received grace and apostle- 
ship to bring about obedience to the faith.”  Al- 
though these words are but a part of the apostle 
Paul’s salutation to the Christians in Rome, he 
manages, as usual, to get across the idea that their 
grace-given apostleship is supposed to result in 
obedience to Christ’s commands. Paul himself was 
certainly a shining example of “obedience to the 
faith”; and while there are many qualities of his 
personality that all Christians might emulate, let 
us right now consider only one. We might call it 
his perseverance or endurance, but let us simply 
say that he never accepted a “point of no return.” 


There is an ominous moment in the motion 
picture ‘““The High and the Mighty” which I shall 
never forget. The story depicts the flight of a big 
passenger plane from Hawaii to San Francisco. 
Midway in the journey over the ocean one of the 
engines catches on fire. In the midst of panic and 
hysteria of the passengers, the crew manages to 
put out the fire, but in doing so have damaged the 
gasoline tank so that the plane is slowly losing gas. 
In the pilot’s room thereupon begins a breathless 
race against time. Will there be enough fuel to 
reach San Francisco, or had they better turn back? 
Just as they decide they had better turn back, one 
of the navigators announces, “We have just passed 
the point of no return.” 


As I sat there watching, I was struck with the 
thought—how often that happens in our lives! How 
many times we figuratively hear a bell ring, and 
we think, “Now I can’t go back, and I’m not 
sure that I can go forward either.” It may be 
physically. One day we may decide that it’s no 
longer any use to try to regain our youthful pep 
and enthusiasm. Or we may conclude we'll just 
have to put up with some infirmity. It may be 
socially. We may have broken relationships in our 
lives, or we may merely have ceased to try to get 
along with that difficult person. It may be spiritu- 
ally that we have given up as impractical, or ‘at 
least compromised with, the ideals of youth. 


And yet, when you come to think about it, Paul 
faced all these tests too. Physically, he suffered 
from some malady that he tried very hard and 
prayed much to be rid of. Finally the answer came 
that with Christ he could be triumphant over it. 
Socially, he quarreled with his co-workers. He 
broke sharply with Barnabas, Mark, and Peter. 
Yet later on we find them reconciled and dear 
friends again. And spiritually, almost every place 
Paul went to proclaim his ideals of freedom of 
worship, he was jeered at, stoned and cast out. One 
would think that Paul would never think of re- 
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turning to those cities, but he did return to every 
one! Finally we see him again setting his face 
towards Jerusalem, even though he knew a death 
sentence awaited him. 


Paul never accepted a “point of no return,” and 
we need not accept one either, not as long as we 
have life, not as long as we have Christ. If we 
vould just see this for ourselves, for others, it 
might prove a higher form of obedience than we 
know. 


“Do you see that little mud puddle over there 
by the side of the road?” asked a wise man of 
one all bowed down with troubles. “In that pud- 
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dle are drops of water that were once as clear and 
pure as the water which is carried in yonder cloud 
above. The little raindrops in that puddle are 
crying out for escape and what will you do to 
help them? Will you tell them to strive and strug- 
gle? No. The more they struggle the more sedi- 
ment will rise from the bottom. Will you put 
an antiseptic in the water to cleanse it of its germs? 
That would only exchange one form of impurity 
for another. Will you put your hand in the puddle 
and press down the mud to the bottom and sides? 
No, that would not bring release. There is only 
one way and that way is always open. You will 
tell the drops of water to turn away from the 
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mud which lies at the bottom and look toward 
the sun. For remember this, no matter how our 
pathways are blocked and hindered here below, 
the path that leads upward is always free and clear 
and open.” 


The upward path is the true pathway of return 
that all of us may safely seek. Paul found it. We 
can, too! —Faith L. Mischler (Mrs. M. E.) 





Some Stewardship Truths 


I dyed my rooms in candle glow, 
Hung holly wreaths and mistletoe, 
And in the passing lure of them 
Forgot the heart is Bethlehem. 
With tinsel glory I trimmed a tree, 
But I forgot the heart of me— 
That is where the Christ must stay 
When He comes in on Christmas Day. 
—Selected. 





“If This Be True...” 


“The Gospel is a much more powerful weapon 
for the renewal of society than is our Marxist phil- 
osophy,” was the startling admission of a Com- 
munist in a non-Communist country. He con- 
tinued, “All the same, it is we who will finally 
beat you. We are only a handful and you Christians 
are numbered by the millions. But if you remem- 
ber the story of Gideon and his three hundred 
companions, you will understand why I am right. 


“We Communists do not play with words. We 
are realists, determined to achieve our object, and 
we know how to obtain the means. Of our salaries 
and wages, we keep only what is strictly necessary, 
and we give the rest for propaganda purposes. To 
this propaganda we also consecrate all of our free 
time and a part of our holidays. 


“You, however, give only a little time and hardly 
any money for the spreading of the Gospel of 
Christ. How can anyone believe in the supreme 
value of this Gospel if you do not practice it, 
and if you do not spread it, and if you sacrifice 
neither time nor money for it? 


“Believe me, it is we who will win, for we 
believe in our Communist message, and we are 
ready to sacrifice everything, even our lives, in order 
that social justice shall triumph. But you are afraid 
to soil your hands.” —Lee Bergsman. 





Overseas Relief 


Nashville, Tenn. — Victims of what has been 
called Italy’s worst cloud-burst disaster received 
immediate help through the relief channels of 
Church World Service and the World Council 
of Churches, the Rev. Paul B. Freeland, secretary 
of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., revealed today. The flash 
floods which struck a ten mile stretch of coastline 
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between Salerno and Amalfi on October 26, left 


more than 400 dead, hundreds injured and at least 
5,000 homeless. 


To meet this emergency fifteen bales of clothing 
provided by American churches and stored by the 
Waldensian Church in the area, were released im 
mediately. A new Church World Service ship 
ment of 10,000 lbs. of clothing and blankets for 
tunately arrived in Italy soon after the disastir 
and were rushed to the stricken area. Protestat 
aid is being given through Pastor Guido Coma, 
treasurer of the Waldensian Church in Itily. 
Direct financial assistance in the amount of $5,00 
was authorized by Church World Service. For 
this emergency the Board of World Missions, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., has appropriated 
$500.00 from Overseas Relief and Inter-Church 
Aid funds, Mrs. Freeland stated. 
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Church News 


The Lord’s Acre 


Atlanta, Ga. — The “Lord’s Acre Plan,” so 
successful in the Belgian Congo mission area of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has just proven 
itself a success in rural northwest Georgia. 

As developed by the men of the Church of 
Menlo Presbyterian Church, Menlo, Ga., and the 
men and boys of Beersheba Presbyterian Church a 
few miles north of Menlo, the project culminated 
last week in the raising of nearly $150 for use in 
agricultural mission work abroad. Both the Menlo 
and the Beersheba projects grew out of talks by 
Dr. Cecil Thompson, professor of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga., in which he re- 
ported his visit to African villages where the Lord’s 
Acre plan is enthusiastically carried through. 








In Beersheba Church community, leadership in 
the project was taken by Willie M. Storey, who 
encouraged members of the congregation to enter 
an “ear of corn for the Lord” project. Young 
Ralph Hood was the first to enter the plan. The 
project, when launched last May, started out as 
competition between fathers and sons in the historic 
rural church. It soon, however, became a family 
proposition. 


In the project, druggist Billy Edwards, president 
of the Men of the Church organization, took the 
lead. Bill Young contributed land and seed, and 
some 15 men out of the church planted, thinned, 
hoed, and gathered the corn from the acre of fine 
land. The project thus brought the men of the 
church together four times in cooperative labor, 
and despite the severe drought, more than 25 
bushels of corn were produced on the Lord’s Acre. 
Taking part in the final harvesting were Mr. Ed- 
wards, Henry McWhorter, Charlie Wyatt, Lucian 
Alexander, J. P. Agnew, O. C. Cleckler and Elmer 
Vustoe. 





Missionary Comings And Goings 


Rev. and Mrs. George R. Stuart, Jr., returned 
toCongo on September 25. Mr. Stuart is a native 
0} 3irmingham, Alabama, and Mrs. Stuart is from 
Grifin, Georgia, where the Stuarts made their 
hare during their furlough. 


Viiss Virginia Allen returned to Congo on No- 
venber 6 after spending her regular furlough in 
ths country. Miss Allen is a native of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, and is a graduate of Randolph-Macon 
Cdlege of Lynchburg and attended Biblical Sem- 
in:ry. During her furlough she made her home 
in Lynchburg. 


Rev. and Mrs. Robert Reinhold and family sailed 
fom New York on November 6 to return to 
Congo after their regular furlough in this country. 
Mr. Reinhold is from St. Petersburg, Florida, and 
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is a graduate of St. Petersburg Junior, received the 
B.R.E. degree from A.T.S., and an A.B. degree 
from Richmond Prof. Institute and graduated from 
Union Theological Seminary. 

Mrs. Reinhold is a native of Clearwater, Florida 
and is a graduate of Florida State College for 
Women in Tallahassee. She is the former Peggy 
Lou Thomas. The Reinholds made their home in 
Clearwater during ‘their furlough. 


Mr. and Mrs. Rob Roy Robertson and family 
returned to Congo on October 31 after spending 
their regular furlough in this country. Mr. Rob- 
ertson is from Chattanooga, Tennessee, and is a 
graduate of the University of Chattanooga, at- 
tended the University of California in Los Angeles 
and Columbia University in New York. 

Mrs. Robertson is a native of Due West, South 
Carolina, and is the former Elizabeth Johnson 
Clarke. She is a graduate of Erskine College and 
attended Columbia Theological Seminary in Deca- 
tur and Columbia University in New York. The 
Robertsons made their home in Chattanooga while 
on furlough. 


Miss Jacky Muris of Cannes, France, returned 
to Congo on November 16 after her furlough in 
this country. She spent the first part of her fur- 
lough in France, her home, before coming to the 
States on March 31 for the remainder of her fur- 
lough. While in this country she made her home 
in Augusta, Georgia. She is a graduate of College 
de Jeunes Filles in Cannes, France, and attended 
the University of Aix Marseille in Nice, France. 
She received her M.A. degree from A.T.S. in Rich- 
mond. She is a member of the Ginter Park Pres- 
byterian Church in Richmond. 


From Congo: 


Dr. and Mrs. George R. Cousar returned to 
this country on September 16. 


Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. King, Sr., arrived in 
New York on September 8. While on furlough 
they will make their home at Mission Haven in 
Decatur, Georgia. Mr. King is from Low Moor, 
Virginia, and Mrs. King from Tampa, Florida. 


Miss Alice Longenecker returned to this country 
on November 9 for her regular furlough in this 
country. Miss Longenecker was born in Congo 
where her parents were missionaries of our Church 
there. She is a graduate of Queens College and 
of Johns Hopkins Hospital. She will make her 
home in Quitman, Georgia, during her furlough 
where her parents live. 


Dr. and Mrs. John Knox Miller and family of 
our Congo Mission have returned to this country 
on November 9 for their regular furlough in this 
country. Dr. Miller is a graduate of Davidson 
College and Tulane University in New Orleans 
where he received his M. D. degree and the T.M. 
degree. Dr. Miller was born in Congo where 
his parents are missionaries of our Church. 
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Mrs. Miller is the former Aurie Hollingsworth 
Montgomery, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. James N. 
Montgomery of our Formosa Mission. She is a 
graduate of Agnes Scott College and studied at 
the Newcomb Summer School in New Orleans 
and the Baptist Hospital in New Orleans. During 
this furlough they will make their home at Mission 
Haven in Decatur, Georgia. 























Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. King of our Congo 
Mission returned to this country on November 
2 for their regular furlough. He is a graduate of 
the Medical Department of the University of Ar- 
kansas and of the Logan H. Rotts Memorial Hos- 
pital in Little Rock, Arkansas. Dr. King is a native 
of Little Rock. 


Mrs. King is from Louisburg, North Carolina, 
and attended Louisburg College and received her 
A.B. degree from Coker College. The Kings will 
make their home in Boone, North Carolina, during 
this furlough. 









To Brazil: 


Rey. and Mrs. John Boyle returned to Brazil 
on Sept. 2 following their regular furlough in 
this country. Mr. Boyle was born in Brazil where 
his parents were missionaries of our Church. Mrs. 
Boyle is from Loxley, Alabama. They made their 
home at Mission Haven in Decatur, Georgia, dur- 
ing this furlough. 
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2 From Brazil: 

; Mr. and Mrs. David Hopkins of our East Brazil 
Mission returned to this country on November 
15 for their regular furlough in this country. Mr. 
Hopkins is a native of St. Joseph, Missouri, and 

tO is a graduate of St. Joseph Junior College and 
attended Park College in Kansas City, Missouri. 

in Mrs. Hopkins is the former Frances Louise 

sh Hannefield of St. Joseph. She is a graduate of 

s St. Joseph Junior College, she took an Extension 

my Course in the University of Kansas and attended 

. Park College. The Hopkins will make their home 
in St. Joseph, Missouri, during this furlough. 

ry 

. To Japan: 

igo Rev. and Mrs. Arch Taylor, Jr., returned to 

rch Japan on September 18 after their regular furlough 

ind in this country. Mr. Taylor is from Winston- 

her Salem, North Carolina, and Mrs. Taylor is a 

igh native of Louisville, Kentucky. They made their 
home in Louisville, Kentucky, during their fur- 
lough. 

of 

this To Korea: 

ison Rev. and Mrs. E. T. Boyer returned to Korea 

eans on September 24 after their regular furlough in 

M. this country. Mr. Boyer was born in Quincy, II- 

here linois, but considers Huntington, Missouri, home. 


Mrs. Boyer is from Ontario, Canada. During 
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their furlough they made their home at Mission 
Court in Richmond, Virginia. 


Rev. and Mrs. R. K. Robinson returned to 
Korea on October 4. Mr. Robinson is from Lewis- 
burg, West Virginia, and Mrs. Robinson is a 
native of Waco, Texas. Mr. and Mrs, Robinson 
returned to this country in December 1950 when 
the war broke out in Korea. Mr. Robinson re- 
turned alone in January 1953 while his family 
remained at Mission Court in Richmond. He 
returned to this country in May and returned to 
Korea in October taking his family with him. 


To Mexico: 


Rey. and Mrs. Clarence Bassett and family of 
our Mexico Mission returned to that country 
about the 15th of November following their fur- 
lough in this country. Mr. Bassett’s home is in 
Amarillo, Texas. He attended Amarillo Junior 
College in Amarillo, Texas, John Brown Uni- 
versity in Siloam Springs, Arkansas, and is a grad- 
uate of Austin College and Union Theological 
Seminary. 


Mrs. Bassett is the former Katherine Myers, 
daughter of our former Mexico missionaries Mr. 
Z. V. Myers and the late Mrs. Myers. She at- 
tended Brownsville Junior College and Texas A. 
and I. and graduated from Austin College and 
A.T.S. in Richmond. The Bassetts made their 
home in Austin, Texas, during this furlough. 





Word has been received by the Board of World 
Missions here, announcing the births of three sons 
of Presbyterian missionary parents who are in 
Korea, the Congo, and the West Brazil mission 
stations. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Dwight Linton of the Korea 
Mission announce the birth of Thomas Dwight, 
Jr., in Chunju, on November 14. Mr. Linton 
was born in Korea where his own parents are 
missionaries of Presbyterian Church, U. S. He 
is a graduate of the University of Richmond and 
of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur. He 
studied at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland 
for a year, Mrs. Linton is a native of 
Orlando, Florida, and graduated from Florida 
State University and the Assembly’s Training 
School in Richmond. She is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Orlando. The Lintons 
went to Korea in October 1953 for their first term 
of service. 


Charles Archie Sthreshley, son of the Rev. and 
Mrs. Charles A. Sthreshley of the Congo Mission, 
was born October 14. Mr. Sthreshley is a native 
of Hopewell, Virginia, and is a graduate of King 
College and Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond. He attended Biblical Seminary in New 
York. Mrs. Sthreshley is the former Florence 
Moore, of Ashland, Virginia, and isa graduate of 
Flora Macdonald College and the Assembly’s 
Training School. 
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The other new arrival is Theodore Reichardt 
Taylor, Jr., son of the Rev. and Mrs. Reichardt 
Taylor of the West Brazil Mission, who was born 
November 3 in Ceres. Mr. Taylor is a graduate 
of the University of Florida and of Columbia The- 
ological Seminary in Decatur. Mr. and Mrs, Tay- 
lor are both natives of Leesburg, Florida. Mrs. 
Taylor, the former Margaret Folson, is a graduate 
of Rabun Gap-Nacoochee Junior College and at- 
tended West Georgia College. The Taylors went 
to Brazil in 1946. 





Nashville, Tenn. — Ten young “missionaries” 
have been added to the staffs of four Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., mission fields, according to infor- 
mation on births received by the Board of World 
Missions. The Congo field received the biggest 
share of the new Presbyterians, with five of the 
ten reported. Mexico missions added three, and 
one each were reported from Korea and Brazil. 

Boys out-numbered girls, six to four. Here are 
the names of the latest available list of missionary 
babies: 

From Brazil, the Rev. and Mrs. Tom W. 
Foley announce the birth of a daughter Donna 
Carol, on Sept. 13. Mr. Foley is a native of 
Maxton, N. C., and a graduate of Hampden- 
Sydney College and Union Theological Seminary 
in Richmond. Mrs. Foley is the former Mildred 
Coe Spencer and a native of Washington, D. C. 
She is a graduate of Northwestern University, and 
attended Washington School for Secretaries and 
the Assembly’s Training School in Richmond. 


The Korean mission’s new baby was born Sept. 
28 to the Rev. and Mrs. John N. Somerville, and 
was named John, Jr. 


Mr. Somerville is from Barnardsville, N. C., and 
is a graduate of Presbyterian College, Clinton, 
S. C., and of Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. Mrs. Somerville is the former Vir 
ginia Bell of Montreat, N. C., and is a native of 
Waynesboro, Va. She is a graduate of Wheaton 
College and the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing. 


The three additions to the staffs of the Mexico 
mission are David Crandall Johnson, Alan Charles 
Thomas and Robert Lee Bassett. 


David Johnson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edson Johnson, and was born on July 21 in Mex- 
ico. The father is a native of Vancouver, Wash- 
ington, attended the University of Washington in 
Seattle, Clark Junior College in Vancouver, and 
the University of California in Berkeley. He also 
attended the San Francisco Theological Seminary 
in San Anselmo. Mrs. Johnson is the former Sid- 
ney Lorraine Crandall and a native of National 
City, Calif. She attended San Diego State College 
in San Diego. 


Alan Thomas’ parents are the Rev. and Mrs. 
Harold Thomas. The baby arrived July 5. Mr. 


Thomas is from Lakeland, Fla., and is a graduate 
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of Westminster College, New Wilmington, Pa., 
and Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
Mrs. Thomas is the former Charlotte Weimer of 
Somerset, Pa., and is a graduate of Westminster 
College. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Clarence Bassett are parents 
of Robert, who was born on Oct. 11 in Fort Davis, 
Texas. The parents are now in this country, on 
furlough from Mexico. Mr. Bassett was born in 
Greenville, Texas. He is a graduate of Austin Col- 
lege, Sherman, Texas, and attended Austin and 
Union Seminaries. Mrs. Bassett is the former 
Katherine Myers of Alexandria, Va. Her parents 
were former missionaries to Mexico. She is a 
graduate of Austin College, and received her mas- 
ter’s degree in religious education from the Assem- 
bly’s Training School. 


The five additions to the Congo Mission fam- 
ilies are: 


Grace Elizabeth Hobson, born on Aug. 14 in 
the Congo, to the Rev. and Mrs. J. Kemp Hobson. 
Both parents are from Birmingham, Ala. Mr. 
Hobson is a graduate of Davidson College and 
Union Seminary in Richmond. Mrs. Hobson is 
a graduate of Alabama College and the Assembly’s 
Training School. She is the former Clara Fisch. 


Virginia Ann Long is the daughter of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Paul B. Long, and was born Aug. 30 
in Brussels, Belgium. Mr. Long is a native of 
Barboursville, W. Va., and is a graduate of 
Wheaton College and Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary. Mrs. Long is the former Mary Elizabeth 
Dalton of Ontario, Canada. She received her R. N. 
degree from the Kitchener-Waterloo Hospital in 
Ontario and attended Wheaton College. 


Barbara Rowland Rule is the daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. William Rule III, and was born Aug. 
5 in Lubondai. Dr. Rule is a Knoxville, Tenn., 
native and a graduate of Davidson College and 
the University of Pennsylvania, where he received 
his M. D. degree. Mrs. Rule, the former Effie 
Crane, was born in Carrollton, Miss., but calls 
Atlanta, Ga., her home. 


Farris McDaniel Goodrum was born Oct. 1 
to Mr. and Mrs. Garland Goodrum. Both par- 
ents are graduates of Austin College, Sherman, 
Texas, and both are from Houston. Mrs. Goodrum 
is the former Eleanor Mae McDaniel. 


William H. Crane, Jr., born July 26 in Rich- 
mond, Va., where his parents, the Rev. and Mrs. 
W. H. Crane, Sr., are on furlough. The father 
is a native of the Congo, where his parents were 
missionaries. Mr. Crane is a graduate of Davidson 
College and Union Seminary in Richmond. Mrs. 
Crane, who was the former Anne Boyd Cleveland, 
also was born in the Congo where her parents 
were missionaries. She is a graduate of Austin 
College, Sherman. 
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Change Of Address 


Rev. Ismael Andrade, professor at the Presby- 
terian Seminary of the North in Recife, Brazil, 
is now at the Presbyterian Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., doing graduate work. His wife, Jean, and his 
two children are with him. 





Dr. Alfred Lewis Patterson Passes 


Dr. Alfred Lewis Patterson, 86, died at the 
home of his daughter, Mrs. L. K. Boggs, in Bir- 
mingham, Ala., November 3rd. He had been an 
invalid the past five years. 





South Carolina Church News 


Manning — Rev. Charles R. Raynal, Jr., has 
resigned as Pastor and has accepted a call to. be 


— of the Fort Hill Church at Clemson Col- 
ege. 


Mount Zion — Rev. W. L. Newman, who 
has been Pastor of the Church at Bethune, has 
accepted a call to the Mount Zion Church, Saint 


Charles, S. C. He has entered upon the work 
there. 


Bishopville — Dr. James C. Wool has resigned 


as Pastor of this church and will accept work in 


Alabama. 


Hopewell, Lesslie, S. C. — The church at Less- 
lie, of which Rev. Laurence Williams is Pastor, 
has just completed an annex which is to be used 
as Sunday school rooms. Increased attendance has 
made this necessary. 


Laurens — Rev. Tom C. Cook has resigned as 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church and will 
accept work in Virginia. 
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Coastal Churches — All of the Presbyterian 
Churches involved in the path of the destructive 
hurricane which visited the coast of South Caro- 
lina on October 15 came through without serious 
injury. The churches are Ocean Drive Beach, Rev. 
H. C. Leming; Myrtle Beach and Little Mem., 
Rev. C. D. Brearley; Georgetown and Friendfield 
and Pawley’s Island, Rev. Ace L. Tubbs. 





Kings Mountain Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Kings Mountain met at 
9:30 A. M. in called meeting on October 21, 
1954, in West Avenue Presbyterian Church of 
Gastonia, N. C. 


Candidate Henry Robards, Jr., was received 
from the Presbytery of South Carolina and exam- 
ined for Licensure. Mr. Robards is serving the 
Robinson Memorial Presbyterian Church in Gas- 
tonia, N. C. 


Rev. Herbert W. Dale of the Presbytery of 
Albermarle was received into Kings Mountain 
Presbytery, after due examination, and accepted a 
call to the Hephzibah Presbyterian Church. The 
time for the Installation of Mr. Dale was set for 
Sunday evening, October 31, at 7 P. M. with the 
following commission to install named by the Pres- 
bytery. Rev. George Riddle to preside and pro- 
pound the constitutional questions; Rev. Charles 
Bixler to charge the minister; Elder Bob Gordon 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Gastonia to 
charge the pastor; Rev. James B. Bradley to preach 
the sermon and Elder Jake Burgen of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Lincolnton to complete the 
commission. 


James B. Bradley 





Davidson, N. C. — The Dr. and Mrs. Thomas 
F. Staley Memorial Scholarship Fund has been 
established at Davidson College by their son and 
his wife, Mr. and Mrs. T. F. Staley of Rye, N. Y., 
it was announced here today at a meeting of the 
Underwriters, an alumni organization. devoted to 
the financial welfare of the college. 


An initial gift of $33,000 was made to the Fund 
by Mr. and Mrs. Staley, who have specified that 
the income be used for aid to ministerial candi- 
dates at Davidson. It is planned that the Fund 
will eventually provide scholarships for at least 
two members of each of the four classes at Davidson 
at all times. 





Austin, Texas — Funeral services were held 
here Sunday, November 14, for Dr. Samuel L. 
Joekel, professor of Bible at Austin Theological 
Seminary, and one of the outstanding figures in 
the General Assembly, who died unexpectedly No- 
vember 12. Funeral services were held at the Uni- 


versity Presbyterian Church, with Dr. R. F. Grib- 
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ble, professor of Hebrew at the seminary, the 
Rev. E. W. McLaurin, professor of Greek, and 
the Rev. William M. Logan, pastor of University 
Church, officiating. Burial was at Giddings 
Cemetery, Giddings, Texas. 


Instead of flowers, it was requested that those 
who desired, designate that their gifts be sent to 
the Samuel L. Joekel Memorial Fund at the 
seminary. 


Survivors include his widow, Mrs. Dorothy 
Turner Joekel, and one son, Robert Charles Joekel, 
a geologist with Dow Chemical Company in Alice, 
Texas. Another son, Samuel L. Joekel, Jr., was 
killed in action during World War II. Other 
survivors are four brothers, Herman Joekel, 
Charles Joekel and Albert Joekel, all of Houston, 
and Fred Joekel of Dallas, and a sister, Miss Har- 
riet Joekel of Houston. 





Atlanta, Ga. — The Business Women’s Circle 
of North Avenue Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, 
oldest business women’s circle in the General As- 
sembly, and possibly in the nation, celebrated its 
50th anniversary on November 11, in Atlanta. 


The only surviving charter member, Miss Eva 
Richards, was guest of honor for the special occa- 
sion. 


BOOKS 


A New Critique oF THEORETICAL THOUGHT, 
Volume I. Herman Dooyeweerd. The Presby- 
terian and Reformed Publishing Company. $36.00 
per set-—4 volume sets only—$30.00 per set until 
Volume II is released. 


Many thinkers hold the idea that a Christian 
philosophy is a contradiction in terms. They main- 
tain that Christianity is based on authority while 
philosophy is based on reason. There are today 
Reformed thinkers who believe it is possible to 
formulate a Christian system of philosophy. They 
maintain that there is a life and world view. that 
is all-comprehensive and Bible-centered that may 
be designated a philosophy. They feel that non- 
Christian thinkers have no right to monopolize the 
term philosophy. For several years there has been 
a group of Christian thinkers in Holland who have 
been developing a truly Christian philosophy. Their 
philosophy is based on the presuppositions of the 
truth of Christianity. They have set forth a 
methodology which enables one to _ interpret 
all of human experience in the light of Christian 
revelation. 





The chief exponents of the Christian philosophi- 
cal movement are Professors D. H. Th. Vollen- 
hoven and H. Dooyeweerd of Amsterdam and H. 
G. Stoker of Potchefstroom. 


This particular volume was written by Dr. Her- 
man Dooyeweerd, Professor of Philosophy of Law, 
Free University of Amsterdam. He is a Fellow of 
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the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences. This work 
has been translated by David H. Freeman, Assistant 
Professor of Philosophy, Wilson College, and Wil- 
am S. Young, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, 
Butler University. 








Originally Dr. Dooyeweerd was strongly under 
the influence of the Neo-Kantian philosophy. Later 
he was influenced by Husserl’s phenomenology. The 
great turning point of his thought was marked by 
the discovery of the religious root of thought itself 
whereby a new light was shed on all attempts to 
bring about an inner synthesis between the Chris- 
tian faith and a philosophy which is rooted in 
faith in the self-sufficiency of human reason. He 
came to understand the central significance of the 
“heart” repeatedly proclaimed by Holy Scripture to 
be the religious root of human existence. 











On the basis of the central Christian point of 
view the author saw the need of a revolution in 
philosophical thought of a very radical character. 
He came to the conclusion that the philosopher 
must not withdraw human thought from the divine 
revelation in Christ Jesus. 


























One of the fundamental principles of this new 
philosophy is the cosmological basic principle of 
“sphere-sovereignty.” This Christian philosophy 
like the Reformed Faith is to recognize and glorify 
God in every sphere of life. The author remarks, 
“It is a matter of life and death for this young 
philosophy that Christian scholars in all fields of 
science seek to put it to work in their own specialty.” 






























Dr. Dooyeweerd is not laboring under the il- 
lusion that this philosophy will enjoy a rapid and 
early success. He is more interested in witnessing 
to the truth than with personal success, which is 
after all of no value. He is content to carry on a 
long and difficult labor firmly believing that some- 
thing permanent can be achieved with respect to the 
actualization of the idea concerning an 
reformation of philosophy. 










inner 







The first Dutch edition of this work was pub- 
lished in 1935. Since that time the author’s con- 
ceptions on certain points have been altered. The 
second edition, published in Amsterdam in July 
1953, has been rigorously revised as well as en- 
larged. This new philosophy, known as “The 
Philosophy of Cosmonomic Idea,” has found ac- 
ceptance in a number of important places. Special 
chairs have been established for it at the Univer- 
sities of Leyden, Utrecht, and Gronigen. In this 
new edition the transcendental critique of theoretical 
thought begun in the first edition has now been 
given its final form. Through the philosophy of 
the Cosmonomic Idea the author seeks to reform 
philosophy in a radically Christian manner. 

































In this volume the author shows that all phil- 
osophies, assuming that theoretical thought is 
iutonomous, have one characteristic in common: 
they are all of a dialectical nature, that is they are 
composed of two irreconcilable objects struggling 
lor supremacy. 
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The author analytically examines various at- 
tempts at a synthesis between Christian thought 
and Western immanence—philosophy which as- 
sumes that all theoretical thought is autonomous. 


He shows the impossibility of effecting such a 
synthesis. 


Undoubtedly this philosophical system that is 
now called Philosophy of the Law Idea is worthy 
of consideration by all who are interested in the 
deeper meaning of life. 


It is evident that this Christian philosophy has 
not reached its final form and there are some fea- 
tures which are not acceptable to all adherents of 
the Reformed Faith. The author will doubtless 
have to rework his conception of Common Grace 
and the Image of God in the natural man. 


Finally, it should be pointed out that Dooye- 
weerd holds that a radical Christian philosophy can 
only develop in the line of Calvin’s religious start- 
ing-point. Calvin held that God’s revelation must 
take hold of the heart, the root of our entire ex- 
istence that “we may stand in the truth.” Calvin 
held to the pure Biblical conception which considers 
knowledge—knowledge furnished by faith—to be 
rooted in the heart from which proceed the issues 
of life. Furthermore Calvin expressed the true 
Christian attitude concerning knowledge of God, 
an attitude grounded in the humble insight into 
the essential boundary between the Creator and 
the creation, in timidity with respect to the deep 
mystery of God’s majesty. Calvin held that God 
the Creator has placed his creation under law with- 
out which it would sink away into chaos. Because 
of this fact, Calvin maintains that “all of creation 
is subject to the Law.” In a real sense Dooye- 
weerd in his Christian philosophy elaborates upon 
this Biblical idea set forth by Calvin. 


A technical volume of this kind will naturally 
appeal to only a limited number. Readers who are 
interested in a Christian philosophy would find 
this work exceedingly stimulating. 





LEAPING FLAME. 


Jack Wyrtzen. 
Revel Co. $1.00. 


Fleming H. 


The author yearns with all the enthusiasm, 
earnestness and passion of his soul that this little 
book will be used of God to kindle other hearts. 
The flame of devotion to the Lamb of God con- 
sumes the dross of sin. The evangelistic spirit in 
this book will inspire youth to witness for Christ. 





THE SEVEN Laws oF TEACHING. John Milton 
Gregory. Baker Book House. $1.75. 


This is a clear and simple statement of the im- 
portant factors governing the art of teaching. It 
has been used with great success as a handbook 
for teaching in the Church School. Its reprint 
is the result of the strong demand for this purpose 
as well as for text-book use for those who are 
preparing for religious teaching. 
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Whither 7? 


Never in the history of our church has there been any- 
thing like the present multiplied actions of Sessions all over the 
General Assembly, taking strongly worded actions against the 
proposed Plan of Union. 


POPP PPPPSCSOOCCOOCOCCe PPPPPPPPOPCGOOCY 


These actions have been SPONTANEOUS and they are indicative 


of the wide-spread unwillingness to approve of union under ex- 
isting conditions. 


A movement so momentous — involving the complete loss 
of the identity of our church, —to be successful, must carry 
with it the support of the church membership. 


Those who favor union have failed to sell the idea to the over- 


whelming majority of those in the pew. Until that is done they 
will be wise to desist. 
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